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Is marriage on the way out?

Is adultery still wrong?

Is the institution of the home, with its
family life, to disappear from society?

How and when did the institution o
marriage originate? Does it, after all, serve a
necessary purpose?

SOME psychologists, taking a new look at

the institution of marriage, are voicing shockir
predictions for the near future. Indeed, in thq
professional eyes, the trend toward obsolesce
of the marriage custom has already started, an
gaining momentum!

Astonishing?

Yes, indeed! But marriages are not onjy.

breaking down all around us; the very usefulng
and desirability of the custom is being serious
guestioned!

Is marriage on the way out, after all the{
generations and centuries? Is the home, and far
life, to disappear from human society?

Incredible?

Articles voicing this trend of thought ar
appearing more and more frequently in magazi
and newspapers.
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marriage soon may not be the socially requir
way for sexual union. Premarital pregnancies

on the upsurge, coincident with an increasi
tendency toward public acceptance, and
decreasing sense of stigma.

But does marriage, after all, serve af
necessary purpose? To many that may sound
an absurd and foolish question. We take marri
for granted. Children growing up in a normal hon
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The bride and groom
gﬁctured on our cover are entering into a marriage
©covenant”. When a husband and wife perform their

with parents, probably brothers, sisters, or both

“marriage “vows”, the wife PROMISES to love and obey

other children in similar families in homes afl her husband: and the husband AGREES to provide for,

around them -- assume naturally that they will B&otect and love his obedient wife. These are the terms or
married some day. No one, in such circumstangegonditions of a marriage covenant. And that's exactly
fifty years ago, would ever have thought qfyhat the Old Covenant was -- a MARRIAGE AGREE-
questioning marriage as an institution. NO orfeyENT! This lesson reveals who the “marriage” partners
then, would have asked, even in the secretrece$sgse, the terms or conditions agreed upon, and the

of hi_s own thOUthSa whether or not the state P{/TAL LESSONS the Old Covenant teaches us today.
marriage was desirable for society.
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The Meaning of Marriage

Why marriage? Even the very questigret, with few exceptions, scientists refuse even

seems shocking! to consider the possibility of the supernatural in
But some psychologists are beginning their postulates.
guestion it. We should not take things for One writer explained that it is a matter of
granted without question. If a tradition or custothe reluctance of scientists to accept the
is right, it will withstand the questioning. existence of YEHOVAH God. But it is not mere
So we dare to question! reluctance. It is psychological rebellion which
How, then, did the institution of marriageefuses to accept the fact of the existence of their
originate? Maker!
Strange as it may seem, the “authorities” This is written for those who are willing

-- the psychologists, the sociologists, tlie consider! And what follows for you to
doctors, the scientists, the educators -- do eonsider may be so utterly NEW to you as to
know! The rank and file of these “authoritiesseem incredible.

accept the theory of evolution. Yet, consider! Think!

If humans had evolved from lower Weigh and compare that which explains
animal species, brought about without purpade WHY of marriage with the only possible
or design by resident forces devoid @iews that can be arrived at by the evolutionary
intelligence -- if there had been no plannegproach.
design by an all-intelligent Creator Being -- no Yes, consider! Consider what one
purpose for which humans were put on earthclaiming to be God -- the Creator -- reveals! And
then, indeed, we should wonder: “Whyou judge whether this awesome revelation
marriage?” makes more sense than the only possible

And yet the great minds through thexplanation founded on the evolutionary
centuries have groped in the dark, searching fapproach. You judge whether it gives more
yet failing to acquire, the knowledge of thaational and inspiring MEANING to life. Check
purpose. Perhaps most have taken marriage and balance it against the hopeless lack of
family life for granted and themselves followenheaning, purpose, or destiny for human

the custom. existence offered by the evolutionary theory.
But they didn’t know the PURPOSE. See, now, what the One quoted in the
There is an astonishing reason! world’s best-selling book, the Bible, calling

The believer in godless evolution can séémself God the Creator, reveals about Himself,
no transcendently higher purpose in the birth oAad about the reason for human existence, for
baby than in that of a calf or a kitten. He can ssex, and for the institution of marriage.
only that the human infant is further advanced in You are not going to read the traditional
supposed evolutionary development. But saperstitions rejected by science and labeled by
transcendent potential. scientists “fundamentalism.” What follows is

But let’s face it. Let’s be honest with th@ot a new “theory,” or interpretation, or
guestion. Isn’t it a bit irrational that science hdmiman-devised idea. It is merely what the Book
never proved the theory of evolution, yeqtlainly says, without interpretation. It is only
believes it -- as a faith? And, further, that scienaednat has been written there through the centuries
has never disproved the existence of theyet expect to be surprised, shocked, to read
all-intelligent Personal Being -- the Creator Gadhat both “science” and “religion” have utterly
-- whose existence is proved and provable? Agidssed over!

The Meaning of Marriage -- Part One
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The Old Covenant -- YEHOVAH’s stand the REAL meaning YEHOVAH intends
Marriage with Physical Israel these two parts to convey. This is the reason you
probably have not understood them. These
NEARLY everyone has been taught thaministers” cannot tell you what they themselves
the Old Covenant was the ten commandmeiatnot know!
law, and that the New Covenant contains only But YEHOVAH's Book, the Bible,
grace and promises -- but certainly no law! DOES reveal the true meaning and importance
Hence, runs the argument, since the Qifithese two divisions to YOU. They are not-dif
Covenant has been abolished, YEHOVAftult to understand. And there is NOTHING
God’s law has also been abolished. more important in your life than that you do-un
This teaching would lead you to believeerstand them FULLY. Your salvation is closely
that the law of YEHOVAH God was harshjnked with how well you understand them.
cruel, and enslaving -- that the FAULT of the THE “OLD TESTAMENT” and THE
Old Covenant was with the law. And sinclNEW TESTAMENT” represent the very es
YEHOVAH GOD gave the law, the FAULTsence of the plan whereby YEHOVAH God is
must have been His! fashioning in man His supreme creation -- very
Later, according to this common teaclsons of YEHOVAH God to be BORN into His
ing, the Messiah came with a new covenamwvn Family!
which had no law -- only promises and
LIBERTY TO DO WHATEVER YOU Man Created Incomplete

PLEASE.
Certainly there is something terribly YEHOVAH God created man in the clay
WRONG with this concept! image of Himself, from the DUST of the ground.
But YEHOVAH DID NOT, at the time
Why Misunderstood of Adam, FINISH HIS CREATION of man!

YEHOVAH God only created Adam PHYSI-
“OLD TESTAMENT,” “NEW TESTA- CALLY COMPLETE at that time. He did NOT,
MENT” -- DO these words MEAN anything taat that time, carry out the second step in His cre
you? ation of man.
You have probably heard these two YEHOVAH did NOT complete man
terms often during your lifetime. But as far aSPIRITUALLY!
YOUR life is concerned, they haven't meant Man will be YEHOVAH's supreme
very much to you, have they? SPIRITUAL creation only AFTER He has
Yet the Bible, the very revelation oFINISHED creating him spiritually into the very
YEHOVAH God to man, is composed of tw€HARACTER “IMAGE” of YEHOVAH God.
great parts -- which uninspired editors have la Exactly what was lacking in Adam?
beled the “Old Testament” and the “New Test#hat is needed to COMPLETE man spiritually?
ment.” And under these two headings ALL the Let’s understand!
books of the Bible are contained. Almost every YEHOVAH God did NOT place within
one knows that. man the loving SPIRITUAL attitude that He has
But few understand that these two divi- the ATTITUDE characteristic of His HOLY
sions have great significance! YEHOVAH Go8PIRIT.
has permitted them to be the two GREAT YEHOVAH’s holy spirit imparts the
DIVISIONS of His book, the Bible! The verySPIRITUAL love and power man needs to-de
Book which reveals His will to man. velop YEHOVAH'’s character and fulfill His
The ministers of this world do not underoyal, SPIRITUAL law of love -- the Ten Com

The Meaning of Marriage -- Part One
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mandments. Our Nature Must Be Changed
But our loving and gracious God has
promised that He will begin to SHARE His very Two thousand years after the time of

own divine nature with us. He has PROMISEBRdam, YEHOVAH God made this statement
to do this by BEGETTING US with His holyconcerning His people Israel, and all mankind:
spirit -- PROVIDED that we will TRULY “O that there were such an heart [such a
REPENT of disobeying His laws, completelNATURE] in them, that they would fear me, and
SURRENDER OUR OWN WILLS to the will ofkeep all my commandments always, that it might
YEHOVAH God, have FAITH in the cleansinge well with them" Deuteronomy 5:29.
blood of the Messiah and are baptized. Then Notice that YEHOVAH God says carnal
YEHOVAH will place His holy spirit of LOVE man, of himself, does not have the ability -- the
and POWER within us, thus making it possibtharacter -- to obey Him. WHY?
for us to BEGIN living by the eternal, royal law “The carnal mind [the mind with which
of love and BEGIN DEVELOPING the verywe are born] is ENMITY against God [it
CHARACTER of YEHOVAH God! HATES YEHOVAH's law] for it is not subject
“God IS Love” -- that is, His verytothe law of God ... “Romans 8:7).
NATURE IS LOVING! (1 John 4:8.) The carnal mind with which we are born
We are actually to PARTAKE FULLY REFUSES to keep YEHOVAH's LAW. This is
of His divine NATURE at the resurrection -the REASON why man does not keep the royal
“whereby are given unto us exceeding GREAaw of love. His HUMAN nature REBELS
and PRECIOUS promises: that by these ggainst it. But the Scripture goes even further!!
might BE PARTAKERS OF THE DIVINE Notice the words “NEITHER INDEED CAN
NATURE" (Il Peter 1:4). THINK OF THAT!! BE” atthe end of this same verse.
How marvellous! It is utterly IMPOSSIBLE for the
We may now be begotten of the spirit @ARNAL mind of man, of itself, to be subject to
the Father. And when we are later “BORMEHOVAH’s Supreme SPIRITUAL law of
AGAIN,” then we will be COMPLETELY com love!
posed of spirit -- the HOLY SPIRIT OF Do you understand?
YEHOVAH GOD. We will then be Gods -- It is only by the MIRACLE OF
members of the God Kingdom -- COMPOSEBPIRITUAL BEGETTAL that one can BEGIN
of YEHOVAH’s SPIRITUAL substance and nato keep YEHOVAH’s law! But even then we
ture by a new (our second) birth. still have to FIGHT against the evil pulls of our
Yes, “GOD IS LOVE” ( John 4:8). At carnal natures.
the resurrection WE ALSO WILL BE LOVE. The apostle Paul, who was begotten by
We will then be the very PERSONIFICATIONYEHOVAH's holy spirit, recognized the contin
of love. We will then LIVE love -- live by theual evil pulls of his carnal nature. He said, “We
royal law of love perfectly foreverigohn 3:9.) know that the law is SPIRITUAL: but | am
Then all our heartaches, sorrows and tears VAARNAL ... for that which | DO | allow not: for
be over. what | would, THAT DO | NOT; but WHAT |
YEHOVAH God is now fashioning HisHATE, that DO I" (Romans 7:14, 1%
spirit-begotten children unto “good works” in Finally, Paul cried out, “O WRETCHED
preparation for that glorious everEghesians man that | am! who shall DELIVER me from the

2:10). body of this death?"\(erse 24) Paul knew that
But fashioning us unto good works ig would take a MIRACLE -- direct FROM
NOT EASY! YEHOVAH GOD HIMSELF -- to COM-

PLETELY CHANGE his human NATURE so

The Meaning of Marriage -- Part One
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he could keep the law of YEHOVAH GodNATURE of His holy spirit.
PERFECTLY! Paul knew that he was Man must be brought to the point where
“WRETCHED” in his present carnal state. Ande can see he must VOLUNTARILY SUR-
then Paul, in exultation, ANSWERED his OWRENDER HIS OWN WILL SO that YEHO-
guestion, “Who shall DELIVER ME?” with theVAH God can begin to COMPLETE man’s spir
words, “I thank God THROUGH Jesus Christual creation by placing His holy spirit within
our Lord" (verse 25. him. Then man will have the SPIRITUAL
Paul knew that the MIRACLE ofEQUIPMENT to be able to begin living by the
COMPLETELY CHANGING his carnal humarroyal law of YEHOVAH God -- the royal law of
nature so he could keep the spiritual law p&rOVE.
fectly would be accomplished BY the Father’s And when man is “born again” at the res
spirit THROUGH THE MESSIAH, our Savior,urrection, it will be perfectly NATURAL for
at the resurrection. him to live by his new SPIRITUAL nature -- just
But many argue that YEHOVAH Godas itis NATURAL for unconverted people today
did away with His law, so that man coultb follow the dictates of their carnal natures.

NATURALLY -- by his PRESENT CARNAL THEN the creation of man will be
NATURE -- do “good.” But YEHOVAH God COMPLETE! Man will be YEHOVAH’s FIN-
did no such thing! ISHED SPIRITUAL creation. Then he will

We know from a previous lesson th&dAVE all that he has longed for -- true happi
YEHOVAH God gave man His supreme spirhess, contentment, peace -- for he will be living
tual law from the beginning. It has existed fro@OMPLETELY within the law of love, and
Adam. YEHOVAH personally instructed th&OVE brings all these things and MORE!
first man and woman in His law. And it was His But the carnal mind, with which we are
desire that man live in accordance with it frotworn, is enmity towards YEHOVAH God. It
the beginning. REBELS at the thought of allowing itself to be

But it takes YEHOVAH'’s holy spirit to crushed out! Each of us has to have it PROVED
obey His spiritual law! Paul knew that. Andhat our carnal, unspiritual mind, with its human
PAUL KNEW IT TOOK THE POWER OF nature, cannot bring us the lasting happiness we
YEHOVAH'S SPIRIT TO COMPLETELY seek.

CHANGE MAN’'S NATURE! It must be DEMONSTRATED to man
that it is IMPOSSIBLE for him, OF HIMSELF,
YEHOVAH’s Holy Spirit Needed to keep the royal law of love.

But YEHOVAH God already HAS given

Man must LONG for this completahe people of this world PROOF of the ABSO-
change WITH ALL HISHEART. He must comé&.UTE NECESSITY of His MIRACULOUS, di
to the point of being willing to sacrificevine intervention within their lives so they can
EVERYTHING if only this change wouldbegin to keep His law and receive His bless
BEGIN to take place within him. He must comiegs!!
to the point where, like Yeshua the Messiah, he THAT was the very purpose of the “Old
will say to the Father, “NOT AS | WILL, BUT COVENANT” YEHOVAH made with the chi
AS THOU WILT” (Matthew 26:39). dren of Israel -- which they did NOT keep!

MAN'S WILL MUST SURRENDER YEHOVAH did NOT promise to give
TOTALLY AND UNCONDITIONALLY TO them His holy spirit of love and power at that
YEHOVAH'S WILL! time so they could keep His laws.

Man must SURRENDER himself to Never has YEHOVAH God done away
YEHOVAH God so he canreceive the LOVINGvith His great SPIRITUAL law -- the royal law

The Meaning of Marriage -- Part One
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of love. It is GOOD. The law stands fagsnents you wish to make as you go along, will
FOREVER! It is the PEOPLE who have bedmelp you in REVIEWING and remembering
WEAK, and therefore unable to keep YEHQater on.

VAH’s Ten Commandments! This lesson, like all others, is extremely
We are now about ready for the actumhportant to you. Have you PRAYED to
lesson. YEHOVAH God for understanding? If not, go

Butfirst read the following instructions. now to a private place, kneel down, and ask Him
for spiritual UNDERSTANDING and wisdom.
Before You Begin Ask YEHOVAH to HELP YOU GRASP and
APPLY the knowledge this lesson will reveal to
This lesson is intended to direct you tgou in the Bible!

the BIBLE -- to help you learn the truth of And now for the lesson itself.
YEHOVAH’s Word. Here is the method of
study. Lesson 44

Is your Bible in front of you? If not, get  Difference Between a Covenant and a
your Bible -- or Bibles, if you have more than Testament
one translation -- BEFORE YOU CONTINUE
WITH THIS LESSON! Have a good dictionary, 1.What is a covenant? Consult yodic-

a concordance if you own one, and your notegignary, noticing in particular whether there are
per all placed in front of you on a desk or table.two (or more) parties involved, and if each

Remember -- you are to open your Bibkgrees to do (or refrain from) something. Is it an
to EVERY passage. Never say to yourself, “OAGREEMENT? Death of one of the parties is
| think | know what the lesson is referring to" -not mentioned as a requirement of a
and then pass over the scripture. You needGQOVENANT, is it?
“KEEP YOUR NOSE IN THE BIBLE,” so to COMMENT: A covenant is an
speak. You must read and reread and think &a@&REEMENT. Death of one or the other parties
each passage. MEDITATE on the new knewdoes NOT enter into the terms of a covenant.
edge you will learn during your leisure time-es 2. Did YEHOVAH God make a
pecially within the following twenty-four hoursCOVENANT with Abraham?Genesis 12:1-3,
and in your time of prayer -- so you WON'T/.
FORGET IT! Make YEHOVAH's Word a COMMENT: In verse one we see that
PART OF YOU! Don't forget that this is aYEHOVAH God did make an agreement with
BIBLE study course -- not just a study of the{eé&braham. “Get thee out of thy country” was the
sons we send you. requirement Abraham had to fulfill as his part of

Here is how to make effective noteshe covenant. IF Abraham would obey, then
Write down neatly on your paper the title of théEHOVAH, in turn, bound Himself to make of
lesson and underscore it. Next write down tiAdraham’s seed -- Abraham’s descendants -- a
lesson number. Then as you come to each-qugeat nation Genesis 12:2 No DEATH had to
tion section, write down its heading. Then,-utake place to make this COVENANT binding. It
derneath, number each question as you com&&s a COVENANT -- an agreement -- pure and
it. For each question write down the answer frosimple: “You do this and | will do that."
your Bible, together with any pertinent ideas that 3. Now what is a TESTAMENT? Again
come to your mind. consult yourdictionary .

Be SURE to WRITE OUT the scripture COMMENT: We find that a TEST-
which answers each question. Writing down eXMENT IS A WILL -- it declares a person’s
ery word of each Bible passage, and any eoWILL as to the disposal of his POSSESSIONS

The Meaning of Marriage -- Part One
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after his DEATH. So, note that a DEATH I§Palestine) for an EVERLASTING possession
INVOLVED in a WILL, but NOT in a COVE- (Genesis 17:8-8 What was the name of one of
NANT. The Messiah left, at his death, a will -- Abraham’s sons@enesis 21:2-4

TESTAMENT -- in which all people may be 2. Was one of Isaac’s sons named
come beneficiaries or heirs of his possessiod8COB?Genesis 27:22Was his name changed
For it was to the ONE seed -- THE MESSIAH t0 ISRAEL? Genesis 32:28 Did Israel have
to whom this earth was given as an inheritaneany sons?a Chronicles 2:1, 2 Were these

(Genesis 22:18Galatians 3:16-19. therefore the CHILDREN OF ISRAEL8ame
The Messiah was the only one who eveerses
obeyed YEHOVAH's Law perfectly and could COMMENT: Israel (Jacob) and his

claim the earth as an inheritance. So it was twelve sons and their families journeyed down
who could, and did, leave a TESTAMENT anto Egypt. THERE YEHOVAH God multiplied
WILL at his death so that we may also receivifiem and made of them a GREAT NATION, just
through him, eternal inheritance of the earéls He had promisedGenesis 46:1-347:27).
(Hebrews 9:15-16. They became the “nation of Israel.”
The Egyptians, among whom the origi
YEHOVAH's Covenant with Ancient Israel  nal family of Israel had sought refuge from fam
ine, gradually became their captors and the
1. YEHOVAH God promised to make ofisraelites became their slaves for several-hun
Abraham’s offspring a great natiorGénesis dred years. By many miracles of YEHOVAH
12:1, 2. YEHOVAH also covenanted withGod they were finally set free, and YEHOVAH
Abraham that if he and his offspring would bmade them a pathway through the Red Sea so
obedient, they would have the land of Canatrat they could escape the Egyptians who-sud
denly pursued themBExodus
14:21-39).

3. Did YEHOVAH, after
leading the Israelites out of
Egypt (the land typical of sin
and evil) and starting them 4o
ward the “Promised Land” of
Palestine, bring them to Mount
Sinai?Exodus 19:1, 3, 11Did
YEHOVAH there offer to make
a COVENANT with them?
Verses 3-6

4. Did YEHOVAH,
THROUGH MOSES, tell the
people of Israel what their part
of this AGREEMENT must be?
Exodus 19:5 Did He say that
they would have to be OBE-
DIENT? Same verse And if
they would thus keep their part
of this COVENANT, what did
He promise them they would
become?ast part of verse 5

Behind this man is the “Plain of the Law,” and the rugged peak of
Mount Sinai in the distant background. It was before this mountain
that the Israelites gathered to receive YEHOVAH's Ten Command-
ments.

The Meaning of Marriage -- Part One
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and all of verse 6
COMMENT: This covenant
proposed by YEHOVAH God to theds
raelites is the most well-known cove
nant before the time of the Messiah. Its
terms and conditions extend froBxo-
dus 19:1throughExodus 24:8
The first part of the Bible has, in
reality, been misnamed “The Old TEST-
AMENT.” Notice why this is a misne
mer.
We now know that a TESTA-
MENT or WILL has to do with the
DEATH of one of the parties for fulfiH Roar -
ment. But death of the contracting paf oaring, ear-spl.|tt|ng thund'er echoed and re-echoed be-
ties was not called for to make thig/\{een the quaking mountains as YEHOVAH God spoke
COVENANT binding. This covenant of s Law
eolg;i/eLnEe :gl\fiﬁa(”;%% (T ;?% Iisfrgre]gts\/sht:n the )?tatue of Moses with the Ten Commandments.
did, YEHOVAH would bless them. So the first
part of the Bible should more properly have been
called THE OLD COVENANT. Here is how
this error came about.
When the Bible was translated into Latin
shortly after the Messiah’s death, the Latins used
the word “testamentum” which, in LATIN,
means either a covenant or a testament. Later,
the Bible was translated into English, and the
Latin word “testamentum” was UNFOR-
TUNATELY continued as the English word
TESTAMENT -- which in ENGLISH can mean
only ONE thing -- a WILL. And that is why the
part of the Bible containing the Old Covenant is
NOT titled THE OLD COVENANT as it should
properly be called today.
5.Did YEHOVAH God make the condi
tional promise that physical Israel would be a
“peculiar treasure” to Him, and be “above all
people””Exodus 19:5 And that they would be a
“kingdom of priests” and a “holy nation'?erse
6. Aren’t these very desirable promises?
COMMENT: The ancient Israelites de
sired to be YEHOVAH’s “kingdom of priests”
and “a holy nation.” But THEY NEVER
RECEIVED THESE PROMISES because they
did not obey YEHOVAH God! Instead, we find

The Meaning of Marriage -- Part One
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that these promises will be fulfilled in the MilOF THE TEN COMMANDMENTS -- WAS
lennium in the SAINTS who will have been borlERE REPEATED to the Israelites because
of the HOLY SPIRIT into YEHOVAH's King  YEHOVAH had revealed it from the beginning.
dom -- with the POWER and NATURE byfhe Ten Commandments comprised a DIS-
which they will keep the law PERFECTLY. TINCT PART of the Old Covenant which
YEHOVAH simply did not make theYEHOVAH made with Israel at that time. Then,
HOLY SPIRIT of POWER and LOVE availablen Exodus, chapters 21 through 23 YEHO-
to the WORLD in Old Covenant timesd¢hn VAH God revealed to Moses the various

7:38-39) APPLICATIONS of the Ten Commandments in
the form of civil statutes and judgments which

Israel Thought They Could Keep the were to be another distinct part of, and included

Covenant in, the Old Covenant which the people had

agreed to obey. YEHOVAH had Moses write
1. WERE THE ISRAELITES so certairthese civil statutes and judgments in a book
of their OWN ABILITY to do all YEHOVAH called the “Book of the Covenant’Ekodus
God required of them, that they immediateR4:4, 7).
promised Moses that all the Eternal had spoken  4.Were the people any less certain of be
they would do?Exodus 19:8 ing able to fulfill, BY THEIR OWN POWER, all
COMMENT: YEHOVAH had just fin the laws revealed by YEHOVAH God? -- did
ished informing the lIsraelites, through Mosethey agree to this covenanExodus 24:3, 7
what He would require of the people, in a brodtlas it ratified, or sealed -- made binding -- with
sense. And they readily affirmed that they wouldood?Verse 8
do THEIR PART of this covenant. COMMENT: The Old-Covenant Israel
2. Did YEHOVAH God inform Moses ites had no promise of receiving the holy spirit --
that He Himself would come down to the peoptee very POWER and NATURE OF YEHO-
on the third day? Exodus 19:11 Did VAH GOD which would have enabled them to
YEHOVAH at this time inform them that theykeep the law. They did not REALIZE THEIR
would have to keep the Ten CommandmentsLACK OF THIS POWER when they agreed to
order to fulfill THEIR PART of His covenant?he terms of the Old Covenant. THEY NEEDED
Note Exodus 20:1especially. Read alseerses HELP, BUT DIDN'T REALIZE IT!
2 through 17. Read of the same eventldeuter- AND PEOPLE TODAY DESPERATE-
onomy 5:4-22 And did YEHOVAH, with His LY NEED HELP! But they don’t realize this fact
own finger, write these commandments on AITHER!
bles of stone for the peopl®&zuteronomy 5:22 The HOLY SPIRIT of POWER IS NOW
andExodus 31:18 available! It is time that the world WAKE UP to
3. After YEHOVAH God had spoken thethis truth!
Ten Commandments which they weretoobeyas  Notice how YEHOVAH God began to
a DISTINCT part of this covenant, did He-inimpress this fact upon THE WORLD.
struct Moses to set before the people the various
civil statutes and judgments as anoth€&he “Ministration of Death”
DISTINCT PART of this same “Old Covenant,”
which they also had to followZxodus, chap 1. Among the judgments in the Old Ceov
ters 21 through 23 Skim RAPIDLY over theseenant, was there a set that called for an “eye for
three chapters to get the GENERAL trend. an eye,” and a “tooth for a tooth,” and a “life for a
COMMENT: The eternal, spiritual lawlife”? Exodus 21:23, 24
--the royal law of love WHICH IS COMPOSED
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COMMENT: Because the principles of
the TEN COMMANDMENTS formed the basis
of the civil statutes and judgments, a violation of
these PRINCIPLES WAS punished by Old Gov
enant civil authority.

The administration of death was the civil
execution of punishment for violation of certain
laws in the civil law code which Moses spoke to
the people. Such sins as murder, kidnaping and
adultery were punishable by DEATH.

Sinners were thus made to REALIZE
FULLY that they had TRANSGRESSED the
law of YEHOVAH God. THEY WERE MADE
TO REALIZE HOW WOEFULLY THEY HAD
FAILED TO MEASURE UP TO THE KEEP-
ING OF THE LAW. Thus THEIR OWN
WEAKNESS WAS IMPRESSED UPON
THEM AND ALL ISRAEL!

Israel sinned constantly, and was eon
stantly reminded of it! Their history is a LES-
SON to us, today I(Corinthians 10:11), to
make us also REALIZE our weakness and need
of DIVINE power in overcoming our NA-
TURES. THIS IS why the ministration of death
was GLORIOUS. It accomplished a GLORI-
OUS purpose.

Old Covenant Israel did not have YEHO-

COMMENT: The judgment irverse 23 VAH’s hOIy Splrlt of love with which to keep the
was especially designed to protect pregnddt/ of YEHOVAH God in its SPIRITUAL in
women (erse 23. A man who had caused théent. Allthey could possibly do was TRY to keep
death of a pregnant woman had to pay for it withe law in the LETTER by their OWN HUMAN
his own life. So if the judge required the killer §OWer.

LIFE, then the judge was ADMINISTERING a Had the Israelites kept the law in the-let
pena|ty of DEATH, wasn'’t he? And isn’t thigel’, YEHOVAH God would have fulfilled His

therefore a MINISTRATION OF DEATH? Ofpart of the Old Covenant and given them all the

courseitis! MATERIAL promises of this MATERIAL cov
2.What was the penalty for a person wi1ant. But they would never have received-eter

had committed a murdeBXodus 21:12 Again, Nnal life by keeping this covenant. One would still

the judge had ADMINISTERED DEATH. Doeg/ltimately die eternal death because there was
the New Testament call this same set of judyBSOLUTELY NO PROMISE OF ETERNAL

ments the “ministration of death'? Corinthi - LIFE IN THE OLD COVENANT! For itis only
ans 3:6-8 the spirit -- the HOLY SPIRIT of YEHOVAH

3.Does the Bible say the “ministration of0d -- that will give “life” -- ETERNAL life! (Il
death” was glorious® Corinthians 3:7 . WHY Corinthians 3:6.)

was the “ministration of death” gloriousZo- The “ministration of death” was a TEM-
rinthians 10:11. PORARY administration -- it existed only “till

Blessings for Obedience: YEHOVAH promised
the Israelites abundant, material blessings if they
kept their part of His covenant by OBEYING YE-
HOVAH's laws!
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enant. First, let us see whether it had
been in force before the flood. What did
Cain do to his brother Abel@%enesis
4:8. Did Cain have to give his life for
this act of murder, or was he merely
“marked” by YEHOVAH God?Gene
sis4:15
5. Since there was NO divinely
appointed administration of punishment
before the flood, did violence increase
so tremendously that YEHOVAH had to
destroy most of mankind from the face
of the land? Genesis 6:11-13 Then
Like today, extreme violence became widespread before wasn't it just AFTER the flood that
the Flood. After the Flood, YEHOVAH God instituted the YEHOVAH ordained the “ministration
“ministration of death” principle as punishment for mur- of death” principle for the human fam
der. ily? Genesis 9:5-6
COMMENT: Whoever would
the seed [Yeshua the Messiah] should comgted the lifeblood of another human being, HIS
(Galatians 3:19. At this time YEHOVAH God OWN lifeblood was required in return. YEHO-
commissioned the Messiah to introduce a NEWWAH God ordained a “ministration of death”
ADMINISTRATION of these same laws -- THEust after the flood for ALL MANKIND for the
ADMINISTRATION OF THE SPIRIT (I Co- same reasons He later made it a part of His eove
rinthians 3:6-8). nant with Israel -- so that their failure to measure
Why? Because the first administratiomp to the keeping of His law may be impressed
gave only severe penalties and even DEATH fgson ALL, and that ALL would FEAR to
disobedience. Human judges could not imp@RAZENLY break YEHOVAH's laws Deu-
eternal life; they could only administer deatferonomy 19:20-2).
What was needed was a new administration of
the SAME LAWS -- an administration whichA Marriage Covenant
could give pardon and eternal life to those who
repented of breaking YEHOVAH'’s laws and Many have asked: “Why didn’t Yeshua
wanted to obey. the Messiah ever marry?” The fact is he WILL
The promise of the holy spirit -- the onlynarry in the Millennium! Your Bible says so! It
hope of eternal life -- was given to all believegssen names His wife. It tells us when and where
for the FIRST TIME on the Day of Pentecost, 3dnd why He will marry!
A.D. (Acts 2:1, 38) Instead of administering the Surprising? Yes! But it has been in your
death penalty for sins, the Messiah, the apostBfhle all these years! It has DIRECTLY to do
and HIS MINISTERS TODAY TEACH THE with the two covenants!
PEOPLE THE WAY TO ETERNAL LIFE. Let’'s understand.
Thus, the Messiah’s ministers “ADMINISTER” 1.Was it YEHOVAH God, the “LORD,”
LIFE to mortal man. who spoke the Ten Commandments from Mount
4. 1t is interesting to note that YEHOSinai?Exodus 20:1-2
VAH ordained the ministration of death priaci COMMENT: The Ten Commandments
ple as a judgment long before He restated itwere given at Mount Sinai by YEHOVAH God
the Israelites at Mount Sinai as a part of His €ojhe “Father.” And Israel entered into a covenant
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with Him.

2.Did the LORD YEHOVAH God con
sider this covenant between Himself and Israel a
MARRIAGE CONTRACT, OR AGREE-
MENT? Ezekiel 16:8 Read alsoJeremiah
31:32 Note the word HUSBAND. Notice the “I
do” agreement made by the “wife” -- Israel -- to
her “Husband,” YEHOVAH God, inExodus
19:8 and Exodus 24:7

COMMENT: Now you see that the Old
Covenant was TYPICAL of a marriage contraEye-smarting “smog”is a terrible curse suffered
between a man and woman. It was, SYNIY many city dwellers.
BOLICALLY speaking, a MARRIAGE agree » )
ment between the LORD of the Old Covenaﬁgreed to keepl?e\_/ltlcus 26'.1'3

i : 4. Then did He point out the BLES-

and the nation -- the ancient church - of Isragl << o+ 1116 congregation of Israel, His wife
The people of Israel ACCEPTED the terms tha{ gregatio ’ ’
could have IF they would live by the law they

YEHOVAH gave them. They bound themselves - . g )
by the Old Covenant to refrain from arlagreed to keep? Reaeviticus 26:4-13 But if

ADULTEROUS or WHORISH RELATIONS%ey would not obey, what did He warn would
with the false “gods” of other nations -- and fgappen to them? Readrses 14 through 39
COMMENT: Notice also inJeremiah

remain chaste and acceptable to their own *hys
band” -- YEHOVAH God Exodus 34:12-17. $°14 that YEHOVAH God commanded Israel,

His wife: “Turn, O backsliding children ... for |

In other words, Israel agreed not tR
' . M MARRIED UNTO YOuU!"
WORSHIP the false gods of the Gentiles and'to There you have it. YEHOVAH God was

|
be OBEDIENT to YEHOVAH God! : YMBOLICALLY married to the congregation
3. In the space of at least nine shor i
of Israel -- and the marriage covenant, or agree
months after Israel had agreed to the covenant, . . . ;

. . ment, is known today as the “Old Covenant”!
the people had failed so badly to live by the eon
ditions of the covenant that the LORD YEHOBased on Law
VAH God, her “husband,” found it necessary {0

CORRECT His “wife.” What did He say? -- did - , .
Some ministers claim Israel was married

He first remind Israel of the covenant they h%j the Law! NOT so! Individuals don’t marry a

code of laws -- individuals
The penalty of sin -- prolonged drought renders range and farm marry other individuals! But
land useless. every marriage is based on law
-- or else it would not be
LEGAL! One such minister
HATES YEHOVAH's law! In
one breath he is forced to ad
mit the law is “holy,” and
“good.” Yet in the next he
calls it a “prison house,” a
“slave driver” causing
DEATH!
1. What, according to
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of the partiesSame verse

COMMENT: Notice: the wife is not
bound TO THE LAW -- but she is bound TO
HER HUSBAND “BY THE LAW"! Only the
death of her husband can dissolve the marriage
contract which is governed by law. The law
doesn’t stop when the husband dies, but the mar
riage covenant which was based upon the law is
dissolved.

YEHOVAH God made a marriage cove
nant -- the Old Covenant -- with ancient Israel at
Sinai. The contract was based upon and-gov
erned by the terms and conditions of
YEHOVAH'’s law. When the Messiah died at
Golgotha, YEHOVAH God’s marriage contract
with ancient Israel was dissolved, but the law
upon which it was based continues!

Obviously YEHOVAH God didn't do
away with His law at the Messiah’s death. It was
our sins, the breaking of YEHOVAH’s perfect

Cross-section of a smoker’s lung showing dead- law, that DID AWAY WITH THE MESSIAH!

ly cancer. “If you will not obey the voice of the He accepted the death penalty we incurred FOR
LORD...Cursed shall you be in the city, and the us. And so OUR SINS TOOK HIS PERFECT
field...The LORD will smite you with drought... ~ LIFE! o

and with ulcers of which you cannot be healed” -- 4.Doesn’t Paul say that Ch“StlanS areto
Deuteronomy 28:15-16, 22, 27, RSV. MARRY someoneRomans 7:4 Who will con

verted Christians marry? -- Yeshua the Messiah
your Bible, brings the death penalty upon us?V40 is now resurrected8ame verse
it the law -- or is it SIN?Romans 6:23 Who is COMMENT: Yeshua the Messiah will
responsible for sin? -- the law, or the SINNERPE “HUSBAND” to SPIRITUAL Israel (YEHO-
Galatians 6:7-8 and Romans 6:16 VAH'’s true Church “born again” at the resurrec
COMMENT: The sinner is RESPONtion) under the terms of the New Covenant. Both
SIBLE. He earns the wages of sin -- deatB@venants are marriage agreements -- both are
Those who hate YEHOVAH's law would havg@overned by the same terms and conditions --
you think the law is IMPOSSIBLE to keep! Thi¥ EHOVAH's spiritual law!
spirit of anti-Christ would make the Messiah a
law-breaker! It denies that the Messiah kept tRégmarole of Rituals Added Later
law perfectly when he walked this earth! If this
false notion is true -- you have NO SAVIOUR! 1. The Israelites, being WITHOUT the
2. How does the apostle Paul clarify thepirit of YEHOVAH God, were constantly fe
marriage relationshipRomans 7:1-4 Is Paul belling -- sinning -- against YEHOVAH God,

explaining the law in regard to a marriage eotheir husband, and the law He had given them.
tract?Verses 1-2 ReadEzekiel 20:13 What did YEHOVAH do,

3. How are a husband and wife bound because of this rebellion, to IMPRESS upon
isn'tit BY THE LAW? Verse 2 When is a mar them the weakness of their own inherent nature
riage contract dissolved -- at the DEATH of ori@ respect to keeping the law? -- did He ADD

The Meaning of Marriage -- Part One



Lesson 44 Hope of Israel Ministries BIBLE Correspondence Course 15

TEMPORARY ritualistic laws for them to keepdid NOT, at first, contain the rigmarole of laws
Leviticus 1:1-9. of burnt offerings, sacrifices and washings. They

COMMENT: These new laws WOULDwere ADDED LATER -- within two years -- as a
HAVE BEEN UNNECESSARY if Israel hadSEPARATE PART of the civil statutes because
obeyed. The Israelites brought these upon thehe Israelites had begun to transgress YEHO-
selves because of their disobedience MAH's laws.

YEHOVAH’'s Ten Commandments and His The keeping of these ritualistic laws
statutes. These rituals were added to TEAGHEQUIRED MUCH LABORIOUS WORK, as
them A LESSON AFTER they began to acin be seen by tHest three chapters of Levit-
DISOBEDIENTLY. icus. That’'s why it came to be known as “The

When a husband and wife perform thdaw of WORKS” in New Testament times.
“vows” of marriage, the wife promises to OBEY
her husband. But the SPECIFIC things she isNtan’s Human Weakness Impressed Upon
obey are not mentioned at the time of marriagéim
At that time she promises to have the ATTI-

TUDE of obedience. As problems come up in 1.Doesn’tJeremiah 7:22, 23also verify
their married life, the husband tells the wiféhe fact that this rigmarole of ritualistic laws was
other things she must do. added after the Israelites had begun to transgress

The same is true of the marriage dfie Ten Commandments and various statutes
YEHOVAH Godto Israel. YEHOVAH, the hus YEHOVAH gave them at Sinai? Doesn’t
band, ADDED these new TEMPORARY ritualGalatians 3:19also prove this?
istic laws in accordance with the terms of the 2. Then what was the PURPOSE of all
original Old Marriage Covenant agreemetite hard work of making burnt offerings, per
AFTER ancient Israel had begun to transgreBsming various washings, and making various
And she, as a wife, was bound by her marriagther sacrifices?Galatians 3:24 Was it a
“vow” to obey them as a wife is to obey her uSCHOOLMASTER”Same verseHow was it a
band. “schoolmaster”?

But ancient Israel continued to be dis COMMENT: Remember that the law
obedient and unfaithful to her husband. Stietis being spoken of HERE is the law that was
broke her part of the marriage contract! SWODED (Galatians 3:19. It was the burden
turned from worshipping YEHOVAH God, andome sacrificial law that YEHOVAH God had
followed the customs of the heathen -- serviMpses ADD AFTER the Israelites were begin
other gods. She broke her part of the marriagiag to show they could NOT keep merely the
covenant by committing SPIRITUAL “adul LETTER of the law. How WEAK they PROV-
tery.” ED to be!

2. What did all these NEW, temporary Each time an Israelite transgressed the
laws, which were commanded after the Israelit@sv, his sin -- if not punishable by death -- now
began to break the covenant they had made witd to be acknowledged with BURDENSOME
YEHOVAH God, command them to do? Skinwork. Yet, even this work could not forgive the
rapidly overchapters 1, 2, and 3 of Leviticus sin, but served only to REMIND them of their
justto getthe GENERAL TREND of thought. transgression of YEHOVAH’s laws and the pen

COMMENT: When YEHOVAH made alty for sin -- death. Paul refers to this added la
His covenant with ancient Israel, He wrote thmr as “works” Galatians 2:16. This consisted
Ten Commandments on two tables of STON&. a rigmarole of sin offerings, washings, and
At that time He also had Moses write His cividther laborious and time-consuming rituals so
statutes and judgments in a book. But this boiiiey would REALIZE their INHERENT
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WEAKNESS and inability to do what YEHO-mandments He gave them -- ONLY IN THE
VAH’s other laws required. LETTER. He required no more than the fukKill
Each time an Israelite transgressed timg of the law in the LETTER to receive the ma
law and his sin had to be atoned for by burdeterial promises of the Old Covenant.
some work, it impressed upon his mind that he This Old Covenant -- commonly niis
had FAILED to keep the law. It acted as @mamed the “Old Testament” -- contained only
“schoolmaster” to teach and impress this uppATERIAL PROMISES. Promises of material
him. blessings such as wealth, health, crops, etc. -- IF
The sacrifices were also a “schoolmathey would obey YEHOVAH God.
ter” in that they pointed forward to the time This Covenant was NATIONAL --to Is
when the Messiah would come to offer himseatiel only -- no other nations were promised these
once and for all time to atone for the sins of thessings. It was TEMPORAL -- there was NO
world. The various washings pictured th@omise of ETERNAL life if they obeyed YE-
cleansing work of the holy spirit whictHOVAH God in the letter.
YEHOVAH God would send to clean us up from The OId Covenant, then, was NATION-
sin. They pointed to the time when YEHOVAHML, MATERIAL, and TEMPORAL.
God would make it possible for all to have the 3. Did YEHOVAH God offer the mate
love and POWER of YEHOVAH's holy spiritrial benefits of this material Old Covenant to
within them so they, unlike the ancient Israeliteésany succeeding generations of Isrde€uter-
and others then and today, can keep the spiritoabmy 7:9.
law of YEHOVAH God -- the Ten Command 4.Butto a new generation, 40 years later,
ments. was YEHOVAH STILL FINDING IT NECES-
The old sacrificial laws, which wereSARY to point out the blessings for being obedi
added to the other statutes YEHOVAH God hadt to the lawDeuteronomy 28:1-14 Did He
Moses write, are NO LONGER required to =il find it necessary to warn them of what
fulfilled by man today. Instead, the Messiah hasuld happen if they did not obeyVerses
become our sacrificial Laml¢hn 1:29 as ex 15-68 Scan these verses and summarize.
plained above. 5. Were other nations (the Gentiles) to
But the great spiritual law of YEHO-+ule over Israel if they broke their part of this
VAH God, THE ROYAL LAW OF LOVE -- as covenant?2eviticus 26:14, 17, 33
given to Adam and Eve, with its ten points, and 6. Did the House of Israel keep the Old
later repeated and amplified by civil statutes @bvenant, or were the people scattered among
Mount Sinai -- stands fast foreverlPg¢alm the Gentiles as a punishment for not keeping the

111:7-8) Old CovenantZzekiel 20:23, 24and 11:16
But we desperately need YEHOVAH'$1OW LONG did YEHOVAH give the people of
HELP to keep it! Israel TO LEARN to keep His law without His

REMEMBER THIS! If Old-Covenantholy spirit, before He scattered them?
Israel had received the holy spirit which imparts COMMENT: These people were given
the love needed to fulfill the law of YEHOVAHevery incentive to live by the law. For over
God Romans 5:5; 13:10, they would have SEVEN HUNDRED YEARS they were given
been able to keep these laws. BUT nowheretliis chance. But THEY FAILED!
the OIld Covenant can you find where Their failure is a LESSON TO ALL
YEHOVAH's holy spirit of love and power wasPEOPLE. YEHOVAH God wants us to learn
promised to these people. from it.

YEHOVAH asked the Old-Covenant-Is They were NO different from people-to
raelites to keep the law -- the ten spiritual com
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day. WE ALSO DESPERATELY NEED YE-

HOVAH'S MIRACULOUS HELP!!

PAGAN IDOLS -- Ancient Israel broke YEHO-
VAH's covenant. They rejected His laws and
began worshipping the FALSE gods of heathen
nations around them. At top is Molech, a
Canaanite god. At bottom is the golden calf, wor-
shiiped by the Israelites at Mt. Sinai.
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NOTES:

Articles to Write for:
Are the Old Testament Laws STILL in
Force Today?

Is There a “SPIRIT IN MAN"?

Answers to Questions in Lesson 43:

1. 21st century 2. a fourth of the
3. The Koran 4. Satan the Devil
loss of Esau’s birthright 6. 12 7.

8. demon possessed. 9. designed
counterpart  10. received visions from
Satan. 11. Philistine. 12. wickedness

of Edom  13. live by the sword.
Mohammed. 15. Cain. 16. evil
nancy

earth.
5.The
Allah.

14.
malig-
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Check Your Progress...

Question 1:In a covenant between two parties both parties have

Question 2:A covenant is

Question 3:What brings into force a will or testament?

Question 4: YEHOVAH God made a covenant with

Question 5:What should the first part of the Bible rightly be called?

Question 6:1s it true that man can never become a member of the very Family of
YEHOVAH God?

Question 7:Does YEHOVAH God still require obedience to His Laws today?

Question 8:The supreme Law of YEHOVAH God is

Question 9:What were the people of ancient Israel made to realize?

Question 10:Did YEHOVAH God ordain the life-for-a-life principle before the Flood?_ |

Question 11:Is human marriage patterned after YEHOVAH God’s marriage to ancient
Israel?

Question 12:Do the same conditions apply?

Question 13:Why didn’t Yeshua the Messiah ever marry during the time he walked thig
earth?

Question 14:What is the marriage covenant, or agreement, between YEHOVAH God and
ancient Israel known as today?

Question 15:What is every marriage based on?

Question 16:With the exception of a very few, when was the holy spirit given for the veyy
first time?

The answers will be found in the next lesson. Approximately 3 weeks after receiving Legsons
1-4, you will receive a mail-in test that covers these four lessons. The test will be returngd to
you after grading. Following the completion of the Hope of Israel Bible Correspondgnce
Course you will receive @ertificate of Completion. If you complete the course with a grad
of 75% or better you will also receive @utstanding Student Award.
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